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Thursday, May 23
9:00 – 9:30 Registration, coffee

9:30 – 10:00 Opening addresses
Mr. Aigars STRUPIŠS, President of the Supreme Court of Latvia
Mr. Koen LENAERTS, President of the Court of Justice of the European Union (video address)
Mr. Stanislav KRAVCHENKO, President of the Supreme Court of Ukraine

10:10 – 11:30 EUROPEAN UNION VALUES AND A JUDGE 
Moderated by Ms. Inese LĪBIŅA-EGNERE, Minister of Justice of Latvia

Challenges faced by national courts, when a country joins the European Union 
Ms. Ingrīda LABUCKA, former Minister of Justice of Latvia, first Latvian judge at the General Court
The European judge as an enforcer of EU common values 
Ms. Ineta ZIEMELE, Judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union
The principle of judicial independence within the functioning of European Union law 
Mr. Aigars STRUPIŠS, President of the Supreme Court of Latvia
Transformations of the understanding of gender equality in the European Union in the last 20 years 
Ms. Sanita OSIPOVA, Senator of the Supreme Court of Latvia

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee break

11:45 – 13:00 THE EUROPEAN UNION AND NATIONAL IDENTITY
Moderated by Mr. Jānis PLEPS, Senator of the Supreme Court of Latvia
The search of equilibrium between the unity and national identity in the case-law of the CJEU 
Mr. Irmantas JARUKAITIS, Judge of the Court of Justice of the European Union
New challenges for the judiciary after EU accession and their solutions in time
Mr. Martin HOLIČ, Judge of the Supreme Court of Slovakia
Role of the Supreme Court in preserving national identity
Ms. Sandra KAIJA, Senator of the Supreme Court of Latvia
Dialogue and Adaptation – Dilemma or Panacea?
Mr. Aaron BUGEJA, Judge of the Superior Courts of Malta

13:00 – 14:15 Lunch

14:15 – 15:30
EUROPEAN UNION LAW IN DAILY WORK OF A JUDGE
Moderated by Ms. Kristīne LĪCE, Adviser to the President of Latvia, former Latvia’s 
Representative to International Human Rights Organisations

Just Rule-Takers and Troublemakers? Searching for (a) Positive CEE Legal Contribution(s) to EU Law
Mr. Michal BOBEK, Judge of the Supreme Administrative Court of the Czech Republic,  
former Advocate General at the Court of Justice of the European Union
IQ Justice – Improving the Quality of Justice
Mr. Andrej KMECL, Judge of the Supreme Court of Slovenia
Questions for a preliminary reference submitted to the Court of Justice of the European Union – 
judge’s ignorance or duty?
Ms. Anita KOVAĻEVSKA, Senator of the Supreme Court
Preliminary rulings – recent case law of the Supreme Court of Estonia
Mr. Janar JÄÄTMA, Judge of the Tallinn Circuit Court, Adviser at the Supreme Court of Estonia

15:30 – 16:00 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Ms. Ineta ZIEMELE, Judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union
Mr. Aigars STRUPIŠS, President of the Supreme Court of Latvia

16:00 – 16:30 Discussions
Please note: The conference will be photographed and recorded. The photos will be used for publicity purposes of the event in  
the publications of the Supreme Court of Latvia, on its website and in social networks.


