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Department of Criminal Cases of the Senate
Plan of Distribution of Cases, 2026

Riga, December 29, 2025
Issued in accordance with
Section 281, Paragraph one of the law “On Judicial Power”


I. General provisions
1. This Plan establishes the procedure for distribution of cases in the Department of Criminal Cases of the Senate.
2.  The following types of cases shall be distributed separately:
2.1. cassation complaints and protests to be examined in cassation proceedings;
2.2. complaints to be decided by a senator individually.
3. The distribution of cases is performed based on the alphabetical list of senators. The Chair of the Department distributes cases to each senator according to the increasing order of the registration numbers of cases. When distributing cases, the Chair of the Department considers the workload of senators in judicial self-government bodies.
4. Cases are allocated to the Chair of the Department considering the load of his administrative work. Normally, every third case according to the order specified in the Item 3 is allocated to the Chair of the Department.
5. To ensure a reasonable time-frame for adjudicating a case, following criminal proceedings have an advantage over other criminal proceedings:
5.1. A criminal case in which a custodial measure involving deprivation of liberty is enforced;
5.2. A criminal case of a criminal offence involving violence or a threat of violence committed by a person on whom a minor victim is materially or otherwise dependent, or committed by a relative of a victim, a former spouse or a person with whom the victim is or had been in a permanent intimate relationship;
5.3. A criminal case of a criminal offense against morality or sexual inviolability committed against a minor;
5.4. A criminal case involving a person requiring special procedural protection;
5.5. A criminal case in which a public official holding a responsible position is accused;
5.6. A criminal case that has been under examination for a long period of time (for more than 10 years).
5.7. A criminal case against a minor has priority in ensuring a reasonable time-frame for adjudication compared to similar criminal proceedings against an adult;
6. The Chair of the Department may deviate from the basic principle of case distribution specified in this Plan in the following cases:
6.1. To balance the workload of senators;
6.2. To ensure adjudication of a case within a reasonable time-frame;
6.3. Due to absence of a senator;
6.4. When redistributing pending cases in the event a senator terminates judicial office;
6.5. If circumstances, which may serve as grounds for senator’s rejection or recusal, exist;
6.6. If an assistant to a senator-rapporteur is in incontestable conflict of interests with any person involved in proceedings.
II. Types of specialization of senators
7. Senators Aija Branta and Irīna Jansone specialize in cases of a person’s extradition to a foreign state.
8. Other senators do not have a specialization in specific categories of cases. 
III. Formation of a judicial panel
9. A senator whom a case is allocated to for review under the cassation procedure acts as a senator-rapporteur in the respective case both in written proceedings and at an oral hearing.
10. Another two senators of the composition of a judicial panel for adjudication of a case under the cassation procedure in written proceedings or at an oral hearing are determined randomly, by drawing lots. The composition of the judicial panel is approved by the Chair of the Department. If, when examining a case in written proceedings, it is decided to transfer the case for examination at an oral hearing, the same composition of the judicial panel participates in oral proceedings, if possible.  
11. Cases are examined in an extended composition by no less than five senators, where one of them is a senator-rapporteur determined in accordance with Item 9 of this Plan, and the others are assigned by the Chair of the Department. In addition, as far as possible, senators who have decided to initiate cassation proceedings in a particular case are included in the composition of the judicial panel.
12. In oral proceedings, a senator-rapporteur presides in a court hearing. Upon agreement of a judicial panel, another senator may preside in the court hearing.
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