
Dietrich André Loeber (1923-2004), 
a son of Senator August Loeber, legal 
scholar, lawyer, patron of the arts,  
was the initiator and supporter of  
the establishment of the Supreme 
Court Museum.

He made a great contribution to  
the development of the Latvian legal 
system after the restoration of Latvia’s 
independence. In particular, he 
ensured that the legacy of the Senate 
of Latvia was valued and applied in 
practice as Latvia returned to the 
Western legal tradition.

In 1995, upon his initiative, the  
Senator August Loeber Legal 
Scholarship Foundation was 
established, the purpose of which, as 
stated in its statutes, was “to promote 
the development of legal studies in 
Latvia and the implementation of 
scientific findings in practice, so that 
the Republic of Latvia may become a state governed by the rule of law”.  
The Foundation awarded prizes and scholarships to Latvian legal scholars and supported projects 
that contributed to the reconstruction of the Latvian legal system. Moreover, in 1997-1998,  
the judgments of the Latvian Senate (1918-1940) and the indexes compiled by August Loeber,  
the journal of the pre-war Latvian Russian Lawyers’ Association “Zakon i sud” and the journal of  
the Riga German Lawyers’ Association “Rigasche Zeitschrift für Rechtswissenschaft” were reissued 
in the name of the Foundation, but actually with the use of D. A. Loeber’ personal funds.  
As well as the reissue of the “Ministry of Justice Journal” was started.

With the support of the Foundation (in fact, with Loeber’s funding), the Supreme Court Museum 
was established in 1998. Dietrich André Loeber also donated to the museum valuable items related 
to his father August Loeber’s career as a lawyer and senator, such as his insignia of office,  
the Civil Law of 1937, photographs, badges, certificates, personal items of the senator – a pocket 
watch, wallet, letters, etc. This is where the Supreme Court Museum started.

What’s more, Dietrich André Loeber sought out and kept in touch with the children of senators 
who lived all over the world. He gathered them in the Palace of Justice, and through these activities 
the Supreme Court’s connection with the children, and later grandchildren and now great-
grandchildren, of senators was created.

On 6 January 2003, Dietrich André Loeber and his family – his wife Krista, daughters Tatjana and 
Silvia, sons Alex and John and grandson – visited the Supreme Court Museum and wrote in  
the guest book, “The descendants of Senator August Loeber thank you for preserving Latvia’s legal 
heritage. We wish you to continue this blessed work.”
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Letter from  
Dietrich André 
Loeber to  
the President of 
the Supreme Court, 
Andris Guļāns, 
dated 9 March 
1998, regarding 
the financing of 
the Supreme Court 
Museum and the 
transfer of Senate 
materials to the 
possession of the 
Supreme Court


