HISTORIC SUITCASE

The Supreme Court Museum exhibits a case that was used to carry files of
repressed persons from the Latvian State Archives to the Rehabilitation
Division of the Supreme Court and back.

Rehabilitation Division of the Supreme Court. Even before the actual
restoration of independence of the Republic of Latvia, the Supreme Court
exercised its right of legislative initiative and called on the Supreme Council
of the Latvian SSR to recognise as illegal all decisions of courts and
extra-judicial bodies by which Latvian citizens had been repressed under
the laws of the Soviet power and to rehabilitate them (Plenary Session
Decision of 23 April 1990).

On 3 August 1990, the Supreme Council adopted the Law on Rehabilitation
of Unlawfully Repressed Persons. In accordance with this law, from 1990 to
2004 the Rehabilitation Division of the Supreme Court reviewed criminal
cases and prepared materials for the rehabilitation of persons convicted
by military tribunals or other courts during the Soviet occupation. In

total, more than 30,000 reports were drawn up, rehabilitation certificates
were issued to about 12,250 persons, and rehabilitation was refused to
2,545 persons. If a criminal case was not to be found in the Latvian State
Archives, requests were referred to the Russian Ministry of the Interior and
archives, most frequently to the archives of Krasnoyarsk and Magadan,

and the Ministries of the Interior of the Komi Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic and the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The Supreme Court
issued various

statements to repressed
persons and their
relatives, such as on
confiscation of property,
places of imprisonment
and resettlement,
participation in the
national resistance
movement, ascertainment
of the fact of death. The
Rehabilitation Division
cooperated with the War
Museum and the History
Museum in the creation of
memorials, publications
and exhibitions.

Employees of the Rehabilitation Division in 2004. From left: Ausma Garkalne,
Sandra Rundele, Vice President of the Supreme Court Pavels Gruzins, Zita Sulca,
Biruta Puke
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74 w“ ﬂw,@/m aufs. For 14 years, the staff of
i e el B85 the Rehabilitation Division had
"~ been hearing tragic life stories
of repressed and exiled people.
People were also sending letters of
gratitude to the Supreme Court.
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