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Latvijas Tiesnešu 
konferences
·	 2011.gada 25.novembrī notiek pirmā 

Tieslietu padomes sasauktā Latvijas 
tiesnešu konference

·	 Tiesnešu klātienes konferences lielākoties 
veltītas noteiktai tēmai: cilvēktiesībām, 
korupcijai, Tieslietu padomes darbībai, tiesu 
komunikācijai, ētikai, tiesneša neatkarībai, 
tiesu sistēmas simtgadei, kā arī organizēts 
darbs tiesību sekcijās

·	 Tiesnešu pašpārvalžu vēlēšanām kopš  
2012.gada tiek organizētas tiesnešu 
neklātienes konferences, vēlēšanas notiek 
elektroniski

Tieslietu padomes 
iniciētie pētījumi 
·	 Tiesvedību ilgumu ietekmējošie faktori 

Latvijas tiesās (2020)
·	 Tieslietu padomes darbība pirmajā 

desmitgadē (2020)

·	 Maksātnespējas procesa un tiesiskās 
aizsardzības procesa tiesvedību 2008.–
2014.gadā izvērtējums (2018)

·	 Tiesu ētiskā regulējuma izpēte; Tiesnešu 
ētikas komisijas atziņu krājums (2016)

·	 Tiesu uzticamība un korupcijas uztvere 
tiesu darbībā (2013)

·	 Tiesnešu apstiprināšana amatos un karjeras 
virzība (2013)

·	 Tiesnešu neatkarības nodrošināšana spēkā 
esošajos normatīvajos aktos (2012)

Pieteikumi 
Satversmes tiesai
·	 2016.gadā Tieslietu padome vēršas 

Satversmes tiesā ar pieteikumu par Valsts 
un pašvaldību institūciju amatpersonu 
un darbinieku atlīdzības likumā noteiktās 
tiesnešu un prokuroru atalgojuma sistēmas 
neatbilstību Satversmei. 2017.gada 26.oktobrī 
Satversmes tiesa atzīst, ka normas, kas 
nosaka tiesnešu mēnešalgu piesaisti valsts 
tiešās pārvaldes iestādes augsti kvalificēta 
jurista mēnešalgas apmēram, ir neatbilstošas 
Satversmei

·	 Sešās Satversmes tiesas lietās Tieslietu 
padome bijusi pieaicinātās personas 
statusā

Pirmā Tieslietu padomes organizētā Latvijas 
Tiesnešu konference 2011.gada 25.novembrī (9/ENG)

Tieslietu padomes sēde, kurā tiek izvērtēts ekspertu 
ziņojums par maksātnespējas lietām (10/ENG)
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·	 The Judicial Council is a collegial authority, 
which is involved in the elaboration of the 
policy and strategy for the judicial system, 
as well as in improving the organisation of 
the work of the judicial system

·	 The goal of foundation of the Judicial 
Council is to counterbalance relations 
between executive power, judicial power 
and legislative power, assigning to it an 
important role in issues regarding the 
judicial system

·	 The establishment of the Judicial Council 
is laid down in the law “On Judicial Power”, 
by amendments of June 3, 2010. The first 
meeting of the Judicial Council was held  
on October 4, 2010

For more information visit  
www.at.gov.lv/Judicial Council

BASIS OF AUTHORITY
·	 The functions of the Judicial Council are 

laid down in the law “On Judicial Power”, 
Chapter 131 “Judicial Council”

·	 The work of the Judicial Council is subject 
to the Regulation of the Judicial Council

·	 The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
is simultaneously the Chair of the Judicial 
Council. The deputy Chair of the Judicial 
Council is elected by the Judicial Council 
from among judges represented therein

·	 The operation of the Judicial Council is 
ensured by the Secretariat of the Judicial 
Council which is a structural unit of the 
Supreme Court

COMPOSITION
The composition of the Judicial Council 
consists of 15 members – eight permanent 
members (officials) and seven elected 
members

Permanent members (officials):
·	 the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
·	 the President of the Constitutional Court
·	 the Minister of Justice
·	 the Chairperson of the Legal Affairs 

Committee of the Saeima (Parliament)
·	 the Prosecutor General 
·	 the Chairperson of the Latvian Council  

of Sworn Advocates 
·	 the Chairperson of the Latvian Council  

of Sworn Notaries 
·	 the Chairperson of the Latvian Council  

of Sworn Bailiffs 

Elected members:
·	 A senator elected by the Plenary Session  

of the Supreme Court 
·	 Six judges elected at the Judges’ 

Conference – four judges from among 
judges of district (city) courts, two judges 
from among judges of regional courts 

The term of office of an elected member  
of the Judicial Council shall be four years. 
The member may be re-elected, but not 
more than twice in succession. The status  
of an elected member of the Judicial Council 
may not be consistent with the fulfilment 
of the duties of a member of the Judicial 
Disciplinary Committee, a member of the 
Disciplinary Court, a member of the Judicial 
Qualification Committee or a member of  
the Judicial Ethics Commission



16 17

FUNCTIONS OF  
THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL
The Judicial Council and  
self-governing institutions
·	 Approval of the Regulation of the Judicial 

Council, election of the deputy Chair  
of the Judicial Council 

·	 Approval of the Regulation of Judges’ 
Conference, convocation of the Conference, 
identification of issues to be addressed

·	 Approval of the Regulation of the Judicial 
Ethics Commission and of the Judicial 
Qualification Committee 

The judicial system and  
work organization 
·	 Determination of the area of activity and 

location of courts 
·	 Submission of proposals to the Saeima on 

the total number of judges in each court 
instance; determination of the number  
of judges in each court; deciding on  
the transfer of vacant position of a judge 
within the area of activity of a court 

·	 Approval of plan of reorganization of a court 
and deciding on transfer of a judge of this 
court in case of reorganization of a district 
(city) court

·	 Determination of the procedure for selection 
of judges and approval of regulations  
of competition for selection of candidates  
for the position of a judge

·	 Approval of the criteria for the preparation  
of the opinion of the general meeting  
of judges of a department of the Supreme 
Court on a candidate for a position of a judge 
of the Supreme Court 

·	 Approval of samples and procedure for using 
of judge’s robe and insignia 

·	 Approval of basic principles of judges’ 
specialization, the procedure for determining 
the workload indicators, the information 
about standard of length of proceedings  
in courts  

·	 Determination of the content and procedure 
for assessing judges’ expertise; approval 
of the content of curricula for judges and 
employees of the Supreme Court 

·	 Provision of an opinion on budget requests 
of courts 

·	 Development of guidelines regarding other 
organizational issues of courts 

·	 Hearing out of annual report on work 
prepared by the Court Administration 

Matters regarding  
judges’ career
·	 Provision of an opinion to the Plenary Session 

of the Supreme Court on the candidates  
for the position of the Chief Justice of  
the Supreme Court; submission of proposals 
to the Saeima on dismissal of the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court on his/her own 
will or due to appointment in another office 

·	 Appointment of a chair of a district (city) 
court, a chair and a deputy-chair of a regional 
court and deciding on their premature 
release from office 

·	 Determination of a district (city) court  
or a regional court, in which a judge shall 
perform judicial duties 

·	 Transfer of a judge to another court  
of same instance, to a court of lower  
or higher instance 

·	 In case of vacant position or temporary 
absence of a judge the Council may instruct 
a judge of another court to temporarily fulfil 
judicial duties

·	 Submission of proposals to the Saeima  
on dismissal of a judge from office due  
to ill health or due to a negative statement 
regarding the professional activity of a judge 
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Other functions
·	 Provision of an opinion to the Saeima on 

candidates for the position of a judge  
of the Constitutional Court 

·	 Assessment of candidates for the position 
of the Prosecutor General and nomination 
of the most suitable candidate for approval 
by the Saeima 

·	 Granting of the title of Judge Emeritus
·	 Submission of applications to  

the Constitutional Court, appealing against 
compliance of legal provisions with the 
Constitution, if those touch upon issues 
related to the judiciary

 
PEOPLE
COMPOSITION OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL
* Former member of the Judicial Council

·	Chair of the Judicial Council:  
Aigars Strupišs 

	 Ivars Bičkovičs (till 15.06.2020)

·	Deputy Chair of the Judicial Council
	 Ināra Garda, Dzintra Balta

Elected members  
of the Judicial Council
·	Judges of the Supreme Court:  

Dzintra Balta
	 Ināra Garda, Aigars Strupišs

·	Judges of regional courts:  
Juris Siliņš, Ilze Celmiņa

	 Sandra Strence, Andris Strauts, Dzintra Balta, 
Juris Stukāns

·	Judges of district (city) courts:  
Zigmunds Dundurs, Guntars Ploriņš, 
Andris Zutis, Aija Āva

	 Ilze Freimane, Adrija Kasakovska, Aigars Sniedzītis 

·	Judges of land register offices:  
Ināra Jaunzeme, Inguna Helmane

Permanent members (officials)  
of the Judicial Council 
·	Chairperson of the Legal Affairs  

Committee of the Saeima: Juris Jurašs
	 Mareks Segliņš, Ilma Čepāne, Gaidis Bērziņš, 

Jānis Bordāns, Juta Strīķe 

·	Minister of Justice: Jānis BORDĀNS
	 Aigars Štokenbergs, Gaidis Bērziņš,  

Baiba Broka, Dzintars Rasnačs

·	President of the Constitutional Court:  
Ineta Ziemele

	 Gunārs Kūtris, Aija Branta, Aldis Laviņš 

·	Prosecutor General: Juris Stukāns
	 Ēriks Kalnmeiers

·	Chairperson of the Latvian Council  
of Sworn Advocates: Jānis Rozenbergs

	 Jānis Grīnbergs 

·	Chairperson of the Latvian Council  
of Sworn Notaries: Jānis Skrastiņš

	 Ilze Pilsētniece, Sandra Jakušenoka,  
Sandra Stīpniece 

·	Chairperson of the Latvian Council  
of Sworn Bailiffs: Iveta Kruka 

	 Ginters Hmeļevskis, Andris Spore 

Support personnel  
of the Judicial Council
·	 Before 2016, the duties of the secretary  

of the Judicial Council were performed by an 
employee appointed by the Supreme Court

·	 On January 1, 2017, the Secretariat  
of the Judicial Council composed  
of four employees commenced its work.  
The Head of the Secretariat is  
Solvita Harbaceviča
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INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION
·	 In 2011, the Latvian Judicial Council  

was admitted to the European Network  
of Councils for the Judiciary (ENCJ)

·	 In September 2014, representatives  
of the Judicial Councils of Latvia,  
Lithuania, Poland and Georgia met in Riga

·	 In April 2017, Alain Lacabarats,  
a representative of the ENCJ, participated 
in the international conference organized 
by the Supreme Court “Supreme Courts 
as guarantee for effectiveness of judicial 
systems in the European Union”

·	The Latvian Judicial Council participates 
in the ENCJ projects “Independence and 
Accountability” and “Public Confidence 
and the Image of Justice”  

·	The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Judicial 
Council and the employees of the Secretariat 
participate in the ENCJ’s annual General 
Assemblies, seminars and experience 
exchange programs

·	 In 2016 and 2019, Latvian judges 
participated in the ENCJ survey  
on the independence of European judges

APPROVED 
REGULATIONS
·	 Selection procedure of candidates  

for the position of a judge of a district (city) 
court (2020)

·	 Regulation of competition, evaluation criteria 
and selection procedure of candidates  
for the position of prosecutor general (2020)

·	 Selection procedure of a chair of a district 
(city) court, of a chair and deputy chair  
of a regional court, and a chair  
of a courthouse (2019)

·	 Procedure for selection, apprenticeship  
and taking of qualification examination  
of a candidate to the office of a judge  
of the Supreme Court (2018)

·	 Regulation of the Judicial Qualification 
Committee (2018)

·	 Performance strategy of the Judicial Council 
(2017)

·	 Basic principles of specialization of judges 
and procedure for determining the workload 
indicators (2016)

·	 The Guidelines on Communication  
of a Court System and the Court 
Communication Strategy (2015)

·	 Procedure on how the proposal on transfer  
of a judge to work to another court is 
prepared and examined (2015)

·	 Guidelines on organisation of transfer of a case 
accepted for adjudication to another court  
to accelerate adjudication of the case (2014)

·	 Guidelines on determination of terms of 
adjudication of cases (2013)

·	 Regulation of the Judicial Ethics Commission 
(2012)

·	 Judicial identification card and procedure  
of issue thereof (2011)

·	 Regulation on samples of judicial robe and 
insignia and procedure of use of those (2011)

·	 Regulation of the Judges’ Conference (2011)
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Latvian JUDGES’ 
Conferences
·	 On November 25, 2011, the first Latvian 

Judges’ Conference convened by  
the Judicial Council took place 

·	 Judges’ Conferences are mostly dedicated 
to a specific topic, such as human rights, 
corruption, the work of the Judicial Council, 
communication of courts, judicial ethics, 
independence of a judge, the centenary  
of the judiciary, as well as the Conference  
is divided into sections

·	 Electronic conferences for elections  
of members of judicial self-governing 
bodies have been organized since 2012

STUDIES INITIATED  
BY THE JUDICIAL 
COUNCIL
·	 Factors influencing the length of legal 

proceedings in Latvian courts (2020)
·	 Performance of the Judicial Council  

in the first decade (2020)
·	 Evaluation of insolvency proceedings  

and legal protection proceedings  
in 2008-2014 (2018)

·	 Study of ethical regulation of courts; 
Collection of findings of the Judicial Ethics 
Commission (2016)

·	 Reliability and perception of corruption  
in work of courts in Latvia (2013)

·	 Approval in the office of judges and career 
advancement (2013)

·	 Ensuring the independence of judges  
in the existing legislation (2012)

APPLICATIONS TO 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT
·	 In 2016, the Judicial Council filed  

the application to the Constitutional  
Court regarding the non-compliance  
of the remuneration system of judges  
and prosecutors specified in the Law  
On Remuneration of Officials and 
Employees of State and Local Government 
Authorities with the Satversme 
(Constitution). On October 26, 2017,  
the Constitutional Court acknowledged 
that the provisions that determine  
the linking of the remuneration of judges 
to the monthly salary of a highly qualified 
lawyer of state direct administration 
institutions are inconsistent with the 
Satversme

·	 In six cases of the Constitutional Court,  
the Judicial Council had the status  
of a summoned party

Photos:

1. The first members of the Judicial Council – judges 
after election at the Conference of September 3, 2010 

2. Hearing out of candidates for the position  
of a member of the Judicial Council at the Judges’ 
Conference in 2018

3. The Judicial Council in 2018 

4. The Judicial Council in 2019

5. Employees of the Secretariat of the Judicial Council

6. At the Judges’ Conference 2014 – the Chair  
of the Judicial Council and guests from the Judicial 
Councils of Poland, Lithuania and Georgia,  
the Speaker of the Saeima, the Chair of the Legal 
Affairs Committee of the Saeima and the Minister  
of Justice

7. The first meeting of the Judicial Council  
on October 4, 2010 

8. Remote meeting of the Judicial Council during  
the Covid-19 pandemic on March 30, 2020

9. Judges’ Conference on November 25, 2011 

10. Meeting of the Judicial Council, where the expert 
report on insolvency cases was evaluated
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